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E During the summer of 2017, my father fell terribly ill, and he was coughing badly with blood constantly coming out. While the
doctors suspected that he might have had lung cancer, they were not exactly sure what was the cause of his illness. After spending
weeks in the hospital without making any improvement, my father went back to the town he grew up in—Xiangxi, China, a place
that’s full of mystery because of its long history associated with witchcraft—to look for solution. He met Uncle Lu
used to be his colleague, but what people didn’t know about Uncle Luo is that he is also secretly i

recover, he needs to get rid of them. As much as it sounded absurd to mygfarents at first, they
found a local priest for help. One night, my father p wi 1l enetly, and said that he ha m of sending those three ghosts
ed, and ¢ en theWocto could@ot explain what happened.

The eis di into i onological development of my father’s story. The two main themes in the
pigte are fd k songs Xi : 1rst theme is introduced by off-stage trombone at the beginning, which is a mountain song;
nd then ® also ¢Zcurs'n the opening, but it’s most prominent in VI. Grief and Love, and the tune is from a Xiangxi folk song called

stand on the Mulberry Tree. 1 also incorporated Xiangxi musical element by using extended techniques on orchestral instruments
that imitate folk singer’s singing techniques, which includes sliding between pitches on wind and string instruments, pedal glissando on
the harps, and releasing end-of-phrase note by glissando downward to undetermined pitch.

I used several solo instruments to represent different characters: Piccolo/Flutggsemy er, basgh y , Engl
Horn represents Uncle Luo, and three clarinets represent the three ghosts. Eachf haracter [fas a distin Sdnetiues infividual

characters play solos over the orchestra, and sorimes erent characters are ted Simultaneo
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Performa ote< 0 R E
n, - a glissA}’ cd nects one note to the next note, player should start glissando on the first note and stop on the second note.
) ort glissando: a litttle gliss. line that occurs right in front of a note indicates player to scoop up (or down) at the end of the first note to approach
the second note. This effect is intended to imitate a folk song singing technique where singer makes smooth connection between pitches.

E\ Arrow down: a fast gliss. down to indetermed pitch, always occurs at the end of a phrase. This effect is to imitate a folk song singing techni
Very wide and dramatic vibrato.

the singer would do a pitch fall when they release the last note of a phrase. :
. C
a1 las topUm

ank of water alongside their tuned gongs. The tank should be wide enough so the gong can be vertically put
tershoutd be deep enough to cover at least half of the gong.
e are 4 different notations for water gong:

g:
1 an
al

This indcates player to hit the gong in the air, and then repeatedly dipping half of the gong into water and pulling it out.

% The three-dash notation indicates player to hit the gong continuously while dipping in ter and pul L ultR
E % g The upward line indicate: i g in the water, and start continuo the gong whi g it out of the water, the
- amount gf time i takes 1d equé ‘to the notated duration of notes in

g in

g int

ace the water, hit i n pull it out of water.

Vibraphone pitch bend:

Player needs to use a yarn mallet and a hard mallet in order to do a vibraphone pitch bend. First, rest the hard mallet on a nodal point of a bar, then strike
the bar with the "normal" mallet, and finally pressing the hard mallet into the bar, drag it away from the nodal point.
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I. Opening: Sweet Xiangxi
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* wide vibrato.
** pedal gliss.
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*quazi impovisation, players not required to play in exact unison.
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*quazi impovisation, players not required to play in exact unison.
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** differs from openning's glissando effect, here players should hold pedal between notches to cause the string to vibrate noisily against the tuning discs.
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