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piccolo
oboe

Bb clarinet
bassoon

F horn
C trumpet
trombone

percussion (1)
[tam-tam, 2 button gongs (high, low), 2 wood blocks (high, low), 2 Chinese opera gongs (high, low), China cymbal, 
Chinese crash cymbal, prayer bell, bass drum, 2 tom-toms (high, low), 2 timbales (high, low), 2 bongos (high, low)]

harp

strings

INSTRUMENTATION

PROGRAM NOTES

 On January 11th, 2023, an 18-year-old student from Indiana University Bloomington was stabbed in the head multiple 
times on a local bus. The stabber assumed the student was "Chinese," saying in an interview with the police, “it would 
be one less person to blow up our country.” 

The crime was unprovoked; the stabber and the victim did not know one another. The victim was waiting for the bus 
door to open in order to get off when she was suddenly assaulted with a folding knife. The attacker then put the knife 
back into her pocket and returned to her seat as if nothing had happened. Soon afterwards, she exited the bus. She was 
charged with attempted murder, aggravated battery, battery by means of a deadly weapon, and a hate crime. 

I wrote Silent Theater in response to this horrific incident. It is dedicated to everyone who has suffered from racial 
injustice and hate. There is nothing more heartbreaking than senseless hatred and violence, enabled  by ignorance, 
indifference, and by turning a blind eye to others’ suffering.

Duration: 13 minutes
Premiere: National Orchestral Institute Philharmonic, Ziwei Ma & Juan José Muñoz Borja (conductors),

University of Maryland, 30 June 2023 

Find more music at daixuanai.com
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Percussion

• Percussion Key:

• Suggested percussion setup: 
Audience

Harp
• bartok pizz.    : pluck the string close to the sound board and then immediately slides off the string to hit the 

sound board

•  play with back of fingernails 

• cluster chord    : play all the notes between the highest and lowest note

• playing with screw driver      : press the string with a screw driver (or metal rod) while plucking and move the 

screw driver up & down against the string as indicated by the graphic.  diamond head = plucking the string (pitch 

represents which string to be play on); headless stems = movement of the screw driver (sounding pitch doesn't 

matter and will bend in the opposit direction);  wiggly line at the end of phrase               : wiggling screw drive/medal 

rod against string quickly to create a vibrato sound

• pedal buzz        : hold pedal halfway between two pedal positions and let the string vibrates against the metal of 

the tuning disc.  Always hold the pedal in half position before playing the string to produce an immediate buzz

Strings
• bow pressure change

• Scratch tone: indicated by squred notehead

• s.p. = sul pont.; s.t. = sul tasto; arrow line between                            : moving from one to another gradually

• Wide vibrato          : a note with wavy line on top and an auxiliary note 1/4 or 3/4 step lower 

attached.imitate the sound of a wide vibrato in singing voice.  Execute this with small and moderately fast glissandos 

back and forth between the 2 notes
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tam.

Solo
hard	yarn	mallets

freely,	quasi	improvised

W.B.	(L) B.G.	(L) B.G.	(H)

(let	ring,	no	damping)

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

Piccolo

Oboe

Clarinet

Bassoon

Horn

C	Trumpet

Trombone

Percussion

Harp

Violin	1

Violin	2

Viola

Violoncello

Double	Bass

  

 




   





 


Commissioned	by	National	Orchestral	Institute	+	Festival	

Silent	Theater
for	sinfonietta	(2023)

©	2023	Daixuan	Ai	(BMI).		All	rights	reserved.

Daixuan	Ai	(b.	1998)

C	Score
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(	)

B.G.	(H)

W.B.	(L)

W.B.	(L+H)

Solo

start	slow,	gradually	get	

faster	&	more	frequent

freely,	quasi	improvised

s.p.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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Solo freely,	quasi	improvised

(	)
B.G.	(L+H)

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

s.p.

s.t.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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W.B.	(L+H) start	slow,	gradually	get	faster	&	more	frequentO.G.	(L) (		+	.)

Solo	ends

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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hard	mallet	(Br.D.)	+

wooden	beater	(B.D.)

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.
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C	Tpt.

Tbn.
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Vla.
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D.	B.
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tam.

Solo
hard	yarn	mallets

freely,	quasi	improvised

W.B.(L) B.G.	(L+H) W.B.	(H)
()

(.	+	.)

E	---		E♭	 F	---		F♭	 B	---		B♭	

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

mute	on;	s.t.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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O.G.	(L)

W.B.	(H)

Solo
hard	yarn	mallets

freely,	quasi	improvised

O.G.	(L+H) Ch.Cym. B.D.
()

D♯	---D	 A♯	-------	

E	-------	E♭	

G	---	G♭	

s.p.

s.t.ord. molto	s.p.

s.p.

ord. molto	s.p. s.t.

s.p.

molto	s.p. s.t.

s.p.

molto	s.p. s.t.

s.p.

molto	s.p. s.t.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.
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Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.
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straight	mute mute	off

()

O.G.	(L)

() ()

O.G.	(H)

metal	

mallet	(bell)

Solo	ends

hard	mallets	[W.B.	(H)]

A	

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

s.p.

Picc.
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Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.
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W.B.	(L) B.D. O.G	(L+H)
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s.p.
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(open)

(open)

hard	mallet	(Br.D)	+

wooden	beater	(B.D.)

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off

mute	off
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Hrn.
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Vln.	2

Vla.
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D.	B.
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Ch.Cym.

O.G.	(H)

Ch.Cym.

start	slow,	gradually	accel.	to	tremolo

ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

Picc.
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C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.
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pizz.















accel.accel. 	=	72 Upbeat	|	Energetic



B.D.

metal	mallet	(bell)	+

hard	yarn	mallet	(B.D.)

s.p. ord. (strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

s.p.

ord. (strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

s.p.

ord. (strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

s.p.

ord. (strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

(pizz.)
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C	Tpt.
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(interrupt	suddenly	&	aggressively)

(interrupt	suddenly	&	aggressively)

Ch.Cym

gradually	gets	faster	&	more	frequent;	quasi	improv.	do	not	match

gradually	gets	faster	&	more	frequent;	quasi	improv.	do	not	match

gradually	gets	faster	&	more	frequent;	quasi	improv.	do	not	match

gradually	gets	faster	&	more	frequent;	quasi	improv.	do	not	match

gradually	gets	faster	&	more	frequent;	quasi	improv.	do	not	match

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1
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Vla.
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D.	B.
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	=	176 Sudden	|	Violent















































































































































































































































































hard	mallet	(Br.D.)	+

wooden	beater	(B.D.)
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	=	60 sub.	With	Urgency	and	Anxiety














































tam.

B.D.

W.B.	(L)

hard	plastic	mallets

W.B.	(H)

molto	s.p. s.t.

molto	s.p. s.t.

molto	s.p. s.t.

molto	s.p. s.t.

molto	s.p. s.t.
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sim.

(timbral	trill)

sim.

(timbral	trill)

ord.

sim.

(timbral	trill)

sim.

(timbral	trill)

Ch.Cym	+	B.D.

sim.

ord.

sim.

ord.

sim.

ord.

sim.

ord.

sim.

ord.

sim.
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	=	72 Ecstatic














































Op.G.	(H)

Ch.Cym.
Op.G.	(L+H) grace	notes	before	beats

D	----	D♯	 D	----	D♯	 D	----	D♯	

(strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

(strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

(strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

(strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)

(strings	need	not	to	be	in	unison;	blurred	intonation	is	desired)
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(timbral	trill)

(timbral	trill)

(timbral	trill)

(timbral	trill)

Ch.Cym.

(E-E	pedal	buzz,	

aim	for	sounding	E)
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(interrupt	suddenly	&	aggressively)

(interrupt	suddenly	&	aggressively)

(interrupt	suddenly	&	aggressively)

improvise	in	the	style	of	Beijing	opera,	imitate	previous	"freely,	quasi	improvised"	music;	fast,	energetic,	and	chaotic

(instruments	used:	B.G.	(L+H),	W.B.	(L+H),	O.G.	(L+H),	Ch.Cym.,	B.D.)
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	=	176 Sudden	|	Violent




























































































































































































































































































































hard	mallet	(Br.D.)	+

wooden	beater	(B.D.)
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(felt	picks)
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	=	144 Extremely	Emotional	|	With	Rage	and	Pain














































(loud	,noisy,	aggressive	multiphonic,	little	to	no	fundamental)

(loud	,noisy,	aggressive	multiphonic,	little	to	no	fundamental)

stand	up	&	bell	up;	non	sync.	until	m.	183

stand	up	&	bell	up;	non	sync.	until	m.	183

stand	up	&	bell	up;	non	sync.	until	m.	183

Cr.	Cym.

(with	felt	picks)
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(felt	picks)
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rit.	(gradual	slowing	down	of	repeated	notes)

[gradually	slow	down	tremolo,	switch	to	16th	notes	(like	m.182)	when	possible]

[gradually	slow	down	tremolo,	switch	to	16th	notes	(like	m.182)	when	possible]

[gradually	slow	down	tremolo,	switch	to	16th	notes	(like	m.182)	when	possible]

[gradually	slow	down	tremolo,	switch	to	16th	notes	(like	m.182)	when	possible]

[gradually	slow	down	tremolo,	switch	to	16th	notes	(like	m.182)	when	possible]
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	=	72 rit.rit.
























































































(felt	picks)
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(  	aggressively)

	=	176 rit.

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)

(  	aggressively)














































(							)
conductor:	cue	brass	to	

start	walking	off	stage

(non	sync.,	freely,	quasi	improvised;

	metric	placement	suggests	approx.	

starting	point	of	each	phrase)

(non	sync.,	freely,	quasi	improvised;

	metric	placement	suggests	approx.	

starting	point	of	each	phrase)

(non	sync.,	freely,	quasi	improvised;

	metric	placement	suggests	approx.	

starting	point	of	each	phrase)

1-3''

(start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture)

start	slowly	walking	off-stage;	gestures	gradually	become

less	aggressive,	softer	&	less	frequent;	approx.	18"

1-3''

(start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture)

start	slowly	walking	off-stage;	gestures	gradually	become	

less	aggressive,	softer	&	less	frequent;	approx.	15"

1-3''

(start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture)

start	slowly	walking	off-stage;	gestures	gradually	become

	less	aggressive,	softer	&	less	frequent;	approx.	20"

Br.D.	+	B.D.

ord.
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	=	112

(non	sync.,	quasi	improvised;	metric	placement	

suggests	approx.	starting	point	of	each	phrase)

1-4''

improvise	fast,	up	&	down	scaler	

gestures	on	E	major	pentatonic	

scale	like	previous	2	phrases

stand	up	&	start	

walking	off-stage;	

gestures	gradually	

become	less	aggres-

sive,	softer,	shorter	

and		less	frequent;

approx.	18"

1-4''

improvise	fast,	up	&	down	scaler	gestures	on	

E♭	major	pentatonic	scale	like	previous	2	phrases
stand	up	&	start	walking	off-stage;	gestures

gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	

shorter	and	less	frequent;	approx.	18"

1-4''

improvise	fast,	up	&	down	scaler	gestures	on	

E	minor	pentatonic	scale	like	previous	2	phrases

stand	up	&	start	walking	off-stage;	gestures	gradually	become	

less	aggressive,	softer,	shorter,	and	less	frequent;	approx.	17"

1-4''

improvise	fast,	up	&	down	scaler	gestures	on	

E♭	minor	pentatonic	scale	like	previous	2	phrases

stand	up	&	start	walking	off-stage;	gestures	gradually	become	

less	aggressive,	softer,	shorter	and	less	frequent;	approx.	16"
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rit.

edge	---------	center

1-3''

hit	random	drums;	aggressive	

downward	gesture,	imitate	

previous	brass	gestures

edge	------	center (l.v.)

(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	

softer,	&	less	frequent)

1-3''

notes	=	approx.	starting	point;

aggressive	downward	gesture,	

imitate	previous	brass	gestures

(l.v.)
(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	&	less	frequent)

1-3''

start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture,	

imitate	previous	brass	gestures

(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	&	less	frequent)

1-3''

start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture,	

imitate	previous	brass	gestures

(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	&	less	frequent)

1-3''

start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture,	

imitate	previous	brass	gestures

(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	&	less	frequent)

1-3''

start	with	random	high	notes;	

aggressive	downward	gesture,	

imitate	previous	brass	gestures

(keep	short,	crisp,	&	aggressive)
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Hrn.
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	=	48 Heart-broken	|	Creepy





















































































tam.

hard	yarn	mallets

freely,	quasi	improvised

W.B.	(L) B.G.	(L+H)

(freely,	quasi	improvised;	no	damping)

mute	on

s.t.

mute	on

s.t.

wide	vib.

s.p.

(gradually	become	less	aggressive,	softer,	&	less	frequent)

mute	on

s.t.

wide	vib.

s.p. s.t.

ord.

molto	s.p. s.t. mute	on
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C	Tpt.
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Ametric	&	Free	|	Slow	|	Like	A	Distance	Memory	














































	
(off-stage)

(off-stage)
	

	(off-stage)

	
(off-stage)

stopped

	
(off-stage)

2"

7"

gradually	get	faster	&	more	frequent(off-stage)

solo;	in	a	singing	style;	quasi	improv.

3" 2"
solo	

ends

(off-stage)

W.B.	(H)

s.p. s.t.

s.t.

ord
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	=	48 Heart-broken	|	Creepy

sub.














































(		+				+	.		)

O.G.	(L) (	+				+		)

(	+	)

(			) (			)

(		+	) (			)

molto	s.p.

wide	vib.

s.t.

ord.

s.t.

wide	vib.

molto	s.p. s.t.

ord.

s.t.

wide	vib.

molto	s.p. s.t.

ord.

s.t.

wide	vib.

molto	s.p. s.t.

ord.

(muted;	s.t.)
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Ametric	&	Free		|	Slow	|	Like	A	Distant	Memory

	

	

	

	

2"

5"
gradually	get	faster	

&	more	frequent

solo;	in	a	singing	style;	quasi	improv.

3" 2"

solo	

ends

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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3" solo;	freely 2"

(no	damp,	wait	until	naturally	decay)

Tam.

(E-E	pedal	buzz;	no	damp,	wait	until	naturally	decay)

10"

molto	s.p.

wide	vib.	

s.t.

ord.

10"

molto	s.p.

wide	vib.	

s.t.

ord.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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5"
start	slow,	gradually	get

	faster	&	more	frequent

6"
2"

1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gestures	next	downbeat)

3"
start	slow,	gradually	get

	faster	&	more	frequent

6" 3"
1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gestures	next	downbeat)

2"
start	slow,	gradually	get

	faster	&	more	frequent

6" 3"
1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gestures	next	downbeat)

7"
start	slow,	gradually	get

	faster	&	more	frequent

5"
2" 1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)
(until	conductor

	gestures	next	

downbeat)

4"

open

start	slow,	gradually	get	

faster	&	more	frequent

6" 2"
1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gesture	next	downbeat)

6"
start	slow,	gradually	get	

faster	&	more	frequent

3"
1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gesture	next	downbeat)

6"

5"
gradually	get	faster	

&	more	frequent

2" 1-3"

(aggressive	down-ward	gesture)

(until	conductor	gesture

	next	downbeat)

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	Tam.	beater	tensely	and	slowly	to	prepare	for	

a	sforzando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	hands	tensely	and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	

sforzando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	bow		and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	sfor-

zando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	bow		and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	sfor-

zando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	bow		and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	sfor-

zando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	bow		and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	sfor-

zando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

at	conductor's	cue,	raise	bow		and	slowly	to	prepare	for	a	sfor-

zando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage;	approx.	4"

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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conductor:	wait	for	aggressive	downward	gestures	accumulate	to	become	cacophonic	and	densely	layered,	approx.	15'';

then	slowly	and	tensely	gesture	all	performers	on	stage	to	get	ready	for	playing	the	next	downbeat;	act	as	it	will	be	a	

sforzando	downbeat	from	the	"Sudden	|	Violent"	passage,	approx.	4"
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conductor:	after	giving	a	strong	downbeat	which	results	in	no	performers	on	stage	making	any	sound	

and	off-stage	winds	stop	playing	suddenly,	slowly	put	arms	down,	and	start	walking	off-stage	in	silence

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

(abruptly	stop)

2"

solo;	freely,	quasi	improv.

W.B.	(L) 6" B.G.	(L) W.B.	(H) 6"
B.G.	(H)

5"

start	slow,	gradually	get	

faster	&	more	frequent
O.G.	(L)

8"
O.G.	(H)

	

freeze	right	before	hands	touch	string;	without	making	any	sound,	

slowly	put	hands	down,	stand	up,	and	walk	off-stage

freeze	right	before	bow	touches	string,	draw	bow	slowly	from	frog	to	tip	in	air	above	the	string	without	

making	any	sound;	then	slowly	put	down	bow	and	instrument,	stand	up,	and	slowly	walk	off-stage

freeze	right	before	bow	touches	string,	draw	bow	slowly	from	frog	to	tip	in	air	above	the	string	without	

making	any	sound;	then	slowly	put	down	bow	and	instrument,	stand	up,	and	slowly	walk	off-stage

freeze	right	before	bow	touches	string,	draw	bow	slowly	from	frog	to	tip	in	air	above	the	string	without	

making	any	sound;	then	slowly	put	down	bow	and	instrument,	stand	up,	and	slowly	walk	off-stage

freeze	right	before	bow	touches	string,	draw	bow	slowly	from	frog	to	tip	in	air	above	the	string	without	

making	any	sound;	then	slowly	put	down	bow	and	instrument,	stand	up,	and	slowly	walk	off-stage

freeze	right	before	bow	touches	string,	draw	bow	slowly	from	frog	to	tip	in	air	above	the	string	without	

making	any	sound;	then	slowly	put	down	bow	and	instrument,	stand	up,	and	slowly	walk	off-stage

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.

Bsn.

Hrn.

C	Tpt.

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp.

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla.

Vc.

D.	B.
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18	May	2023

Bloomington,	IN
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