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INSTRUMENTATION

flute	(db.	picc.)

oboe

B♭	clarinet

bassoon

F	horn

C	trumpet

tenor	trombone

percussion	

(bass	drum,	2	tom-toms	(high,	low),	2	bongos	(high,	low),	tam-tam,	crotale,	glockenspiel,	marimba,	suspended	cymbal, 
orchestral	crash	cymbal)

harp

violin	1

violin	2

viola

cello

double	bass

PROGRAM	NOTES

The	culture	of	Xiangxi	Tujia	and	Miao—a	minority	ethnic	group	in	southern	China—is	something	I	am	familiar	with	and 
feel	fond	of.		My	father	has	a	strong	connection	to	this	ethnic	group.		I	listened	to	all	styles	of	music	from	Xiangxi	region	when	I 
was	younger.

The	melody	of	first	movement	is	based	on	a	mountain	song.		Singing	is	an	important	part	of	daily	activity	for	Xiangxi 
people,	and	there’s	a	saying	from	the	region:	“if	a	person	can	walk,	then	he/she	can	also	sing.”		In	the	beginning	cello	solo,	I 
imagined	a	girl	with	a	clear	voice,	standing	on	top	of	a	mountain,	and	singing	to	the	borderless	land	in	front	of	her.		The	love	for 
her	life	and	her	village	is	conveyed	in	her	song.		Then	strings	and	woodwinds	joins	with	melody	similar	to	the	cello	solo	but	each 
instrument	ornaments	it	differently.		This	is	called	heterophony,	a	texture	that	is	important	to	many	Eastern	musical	styles, 
including	music	from	Xiangxi.	

The	second	movement	is	a	three-voice	fugue.		The	subject	and	countersubject	combined	is	a	folk	tune	my	father	shared 
with	me.		I	was	attracted	by	the	tunefulness	and	the	repeated	notes	in	this	melody	and	thought	it	would	make	a	great	fugue 
subject.

						The	third	movement	contains	two	melodies	playing	simultaneously:	one	is	from	the	first	movement,	and	the	other	one	is	a 
famous	Xiangxi	folk	song	titled	“Lampstand	on	A	Mulberry	Tree”.		The	lyrics	of	the	song	is	about	two	lovers	who	are	separated 
by	war	expressing	their	sadness	and	promises	to	each	other.	

Duration:	8	min.
premiere:	Cleveland	Chamber	Symphony,	Steven	Smith	(conductor);	

Baldwin	Wallace	Conservatory,	Berea	OH,	31	Oct	2021	

visit	daixuanai.com	for	more	music
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PERFORMANCE	NOTES

General

1.	quarter	tone	accidentals:	[		]	=	quarter	sharp,	close	to	natural;	[		]	=	quarter	sharp,	close	to	sharp;	[		]	=	3	quarter	sharp,	

	 					close	to	sharp	[		]	=	quarter	flat,	close	to	natural;		[		]	=	quarter	flat,	close	to	flat

2.	all	gracenote	by	default	are	to	be	played	on	the	beat	(and	delay	actual	downbeat	slightly)

3.	thick	wavy	line	[																							]	=	wide	vibrato

4.	there	are	3	types	of	glissandos:	

				gliss.	line	connecting	2	notes	[																					]	=	fully	connect	2	pitches,	start	glissing	imidiately	after	the	first	note	and	stop	when

									reached	the	second	note;	imitate	portamental	in	singing	

				straight	line	without	arrow	head	at	the	end	[																			]	=	glissing	slowly	&	gently	to	an	unspecified	pitch;	imitate	a	slow	

																					vocal	"fall"

				straight	line	with	arrow	head	at	the	end	[													]	=	glissing	as	high/low	as	possible	to	an	unspecified	pitch	(winds	&	brass:	

									pitch	bend	as	high/low	as	possible

5.	[						]	=	scoop	(allways	on	the	beat);	[						]	=	fall

Woodwinds	&	Brass

1.	diamond	notehead	[					]	=	100%	air	sound,	no	pitch

				oboe	and	bassoon:	take	out	reed	and	blow	air	through	the	instrument	body	to	maximize	air	sound.	

				 (See	demo	by	Kangyi	Zhang:															)

				brass:	turn	mouthpiece	around	and	blow	air	through	the	instrument	body	to	maximize	air	sound.		

				 										(See	demo	by	Scott	Leger:															)

Percussion:

1.	unpitched	percussion	key:

2.	suggested	percussion	setup:	
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Harp:

1.	pedal	gliss	[											]	=	playing	a	string	and	then	sliding	the	relevant	pedal	from	one	position	to	another.	The	string	is	plucked

only	once.		Always	play	the	pitch	notated	as	grace	note	on	downbeat,	and	delay	the	pitch	notated	as	actual	downbeat.	

See	demo	by	Gunnhildur	Einarsdóttir:	

2.	wavy	line	[																	]	=	vibrato,	produced	by	pressing	the	string	between	the	tuning	pin	and	the	bridge	pin.	The	right	hand	

plays	the	string	while	the	left	hand	presses	it	down	or	to	the	sides.	See	demo:	

Strings

1.	large-size	grace	notes	with	gliss.	line	connected	to	downbeat	[												]	=	place	grace	note	on	downbeat	and	gliss	into	the	next

note.		Emphasize	on	the	grace	note	more	than	the	actual	downbeat	note.		This	should	sound	like	a	more	exaggerated	version	of

scoop.	

2.	S.P	=	sul	pont.;	S.T.	=		sul	tasto
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Crotale

bowed	(bass	bow);	follow	cello

(open	&	welcoming,	in	an	expressive	singing	style)

Solo

Piccolo

Oboe

Clarinet	in	B♭

Bassoon

Horn	in	F

Trumpet	in	C

Trombone

Percussion
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I.	PreludeI.	Prelude

Daixuan	Ai	(b.	1998)

3	Xiangxi	Folk	Songs
for	sinfonietta	(2020;	revised	2023)

©	2023	Daixuan	Ai	(BMI).		All	rights	reserved.
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The	ornamented	melodic	lines	from	here	to	m.	28	incoporate	heterophony,	where	voices	are	often	playing	the	same	

melody	but	embelished	differently.		Each	individual	player	should	act	as	a	soloist	and	shouldn't	try	to	match	any	other	player.

(100%	air	sound;	turn	mouthpiece	around)

(100%	air	sound;	turn	mouthpiece	around)

(100%	air	sound;	turn	mouthpiece	around)
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   

   

   

   

 















 




 














 



 

   

   






 












































  



























 


















 























































































rit.rit.




rit.rit.
















ord.	(turn	mouthpiece	around)

ord.

(sul	A)

S.T.

S.T.

(sul	A)

S.T.

S.T.

S.T.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.












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



 





   

  




  








  
 





  
 



  




  






 

 


 


  

   

   









  







   

  

     

     
 

     








  





















   



   









 

 

   






 



   

  














 

 






  

 











 

 



















































	=	50 PeacfulPeacful

"	 "

"	 "

(100%	air	sound;	reed	removed)

random	&	fast	key	clicks

(100%	air	sound;	loose	embrasure)

(100%	air	sound;	reed	removed)

fan	valves	quickly

(100%	air	sound;	turn	mouthpiece	around)

fan	valves	quickly

Solo (open	&	welcoming,	in	an	expressive	singing	style)

Crotale bowed	(bass	bow);	follow	trombone

ord.

ord.

(Sul	E)

ord.

(Sul	A)

ord.

(Sul	C)

(Sul	D)

(	) (	) (	)

ord.

(Sul	G)
(Sul	G)

(	) (	)

	

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

 

 

 














   




   



 
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











   

 

   


 

 

   


 

 

   


 

 

   


 

   

 












  







   




  
 









 

    


  

  


   

   

 



  





 

   






  







 

 

 







 



  







 

  

 




 






 









 

  

















































 

"	 "

"	 "

"	 "

"	 "

Sus.	Cym.

bowed	(bass	bow)

(Sul	G)

(	)

(	) (	)

(Sul	A)

(Sul	D)

(Sul	A)

(	) (	)

(	)

(Sul	D)

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

















4141
40
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


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

 

 




  




 
  

   

   

   

   

   










  



 










 




 








 


 







 


   







 
 

 










  
 















 





 







 





 

 

 

 





   












  

 

 
 

 





 

















































 

 

















To	Tam. Tam.

(Sul	D)

(Sul	G)

To	Perc.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.














4444 4646
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






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









  



   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   







 

 








 





 

 









 

 



 













 

 








 


 













































pizz.

pizz.



















(A)

(Sul	A)

(	)

(Sul	E)

(	)

(Sul	C)

(	)

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

4949

48
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








 


 




  





  









































 







 



 

























 


 




  





  









































 







 



 





















  

 




 



 




  





 






  

 




 


 




  





 




      


      


      


      


      


      


      


      


      
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

















pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

Picc.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.






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

  

    








  


  


         

  

    






 


 
 


 

    

    

    

   




 



  



 




 



  







  









 
  




  





 
   

   


   

   
 

 


 









    

    

    




 



 


 


  

  
  
















  
  




 

















































flautando

	=	60MysticMystic

"	 "



















harmon	mute	(stem	removed)

Tam-tam
Knitting	needles

Glock.

S.P.

S.P.

To	Glock.

	

Flute

Oboe

Clarinet	in	B♭

Bassoon

Horn	in	F

Trumpet	in	C

Trombone

Percussion

Harp

Violin	1

Violin	2

Viola

Violoncello

Double	Bass















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





   








           

   








  



   
 

 







 

     



 


 

 


     





    

 


  











 


  

    

  



 







  
 




 


 


  

    

    

   


   







    




  



  

  

 








  




 





  




     



 




 

    







 

  



























































straight	mute

"	 " 





"	 "

"	 "































(100%	air	sound;	cover	mouthpiece) ord.

(100%	air	sound;	loose	embrasure) ord.

(100%	air	sound;	reed	removed)

bowed	(bass	bow)

Sus.	Cym.

S.P

S.P
(.)

(S.P)

(S.P)

	 To	Glock.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.





 















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  

   








 


 
 

 


  














 

  
  










 

 

  
  


 

 






 

  
  














 
 

 

 








 






 





 

  










 






 

  







 

 
  

   















 




 








 
 
















 
  





















  

  





  











  

     

 


 







 



 











 

  


   









  







   
  

 

 








    




 

     



  


  




  

 




 




























































sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.







"	 "























 	espres.

espres.

turn	mouthpiece	around

(weightless	&	ghostly,	like	from	a	distant	past)

Harmon	mute	(stem	removed)

Solo

turn	mouthpiece	around

Glock.

Knitting	needles

Crotale

bowed	(bass	bow);	follow	tpt.
Tam-tam

D♭	-	D♮	

(follow	tpt.)

ord.	(follow	tpt.)

ord.

ord.

ord.

	 	

	

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.

































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    

  





 






































 

 
  

  




 







    


















 


   

  

 









































 

    

  












































 

    

  


  





   



 





  



  



 




  

    

      


 

 

   
 
































  
























 


 











  

























 


     



 




















 

















   








 
     




   














 

















 
  


  


  









  


  

  

   




   


   
 





   

    


  
 



    




 


 


    
























































 

sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

	espres.

(B♭)

remove	reed

remove	reed

Sus.	Cym.

bowed	(bass	bow)

G♭	-	G♮	

B♭	-	B♮	

(slow	and	smooth	gliss)

	

Fl.

Ob.

Cl.	in	B♭

Bsn.

Hn.	in	F

Tpt	in	C

Tbn.

Perc.

Hp

Vln.	1

Vln.	2

Vla

Vc.

D.	B.









 


















 
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